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 UNIT OUTLINE 
 

Title: UNIT 3 SELF-NEGOTIATED UNIT 

Reference number:  

Level of study: M 

Credits: 30 

Weighting: x 1 

Duration: 14 weeks (Full-time Year 1 students) 

Study time: 220 hours 

 

Description  

The Self-negotiated Unit is an opportunity to develop a new and discrete body of work or to 

continue with emergent ideas and themes from other units within the named MA award. You 

will negotiate with staff to determine the focus and parameters of study, and the assessment 

requirements (which may be written, oral or studio based work or a combination of options). 

Tutorial sessions, seminars and group critiques will invite students to discuss and critically 

reflect upon their selected research methodologies, relevant contextual frameworks of 

discourse, evolving content and the process of concept realisation. 

 

Outline Syllabus  

Staff presentations will outline the potential of the unit from the perspective of a full-time or 

part-time mode of study. You will then prepare a Learning Agreement for the unit which 

should include a 500 word synopsis of the proposal, assessment requirements and a 

schedule of work (see the Learning Agreement guidelines and form in Part 2 of the Course 

Handbook). The Learning Agreement will be agreed by negotiation with your Course tutor. 

The unit will address research methods, application of research in relation to outcome, 

reference materials and the process of self evaluation. 

 

Method of Delivery  

Presentations, tutorials, seminars and group critiques.  

 

Feedback to students  

Formative feedback will take place through discussion in tutorials, and group critiques. 

Written feedback will be provided following the summative assessment point.  

 

Aims  

 

1. To develop critical reflection of methodologies employed and resultant outcomes. 

2. To encourage self direction, ambition and originality in all aspects of the work.  

3. To develop the organisational and planning skills required at the professional level of 

your subject area. 

4. To enable independent learning through the application of initiative, organisation and 

personal responsibility. 
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Learning Outcomes  

On completion of this unit you will be able to:  

 

LO1 Employ appropriate and contemporary methodology to research and generate 

outcomes in response to an initial project proposal  

LO2 Generate work that demonstrates innovation in its approach; that challenges existing 

perspectives and is responsive to discourse associated with your area of enquiry. 

LO3 Demonstrate independence and professionalism through effective planning, decision 

making and analysis. 

LO4 Plan and employ a clear programme of learning to develop relevant skills and 

knowledge. 

 

Assessment Requirements 

Specific content of each requirement will be negotiated as part of the Learning Agreement. 

 

a) A Learning Agreement 

b) A body of studio work 

c) Research files (notebooks, worksheets, sketchbooks, reflective journal, etc).  

d) A 1,500 word critical evaluation of the work, which must include a bibliography and 

references. 

 

 

Recommended Reference Material  

This will be dependent on the nature of your project. Your tutor(s) will advise you about 

relevant reference material. 


